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PRESENTATION

Sharing of the Word

Summary: Sharing the Sacred and Mysterious name by the three Principals of a Chapter.

Narrator One:
We should now like to explain the significance of sharing the Sacred Name.

Narrator Two:
It is in this part of the Ceremony that the manner of sharing the Sacred Name is communicated. The 
Sojourners found this name inscribed on a plate of gold in the vault and rightly conceived it to be the Sacred 
and Mysterious name of the True And Living God Most High. Because in olden times it was not lawful for 
anyone but the High Priest to pronounce that Name, it is our custom to divide it into three syllables, each 
syllable to be spoken by a different Companion the whole thus forming a token of recognition.

Narrator One:
In this token of recognition we seek to recreate symbolically the vault of the Holy Temple in which the Name 
was first discovered. This is to serve as a reminder of the Sacredness and Mystery in the Name of the Great 
Architect and, in order to reach this goal, of our dependence one on another.

Narrator Two:
Companions, please note, this demonstration is one used by many Chapters, but it is 
not the only way of working and Chapters which work in a different way should not 
see this explanation as implying other ways of working are wrong.
For the purposes of this demonstration would all three Principals assist.

[The Three Principals descend and assist by demonstrating the actions described]

Narrator One:
Stand to order with the Sacred or Hailing Sign.

[Principals assist]
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The Sacred Name is shared on a series of four triangles.
The First Triangle is formed by placing the right foot forward with the toe of the right foot turned outwards 
and lightly touching the right heel of the Companion on your right. (Look down and see the base of the 
pedestal of support that has been created).

[Principals assist]
The Second Triangle is formed with the right knees touching.

[Principals assist]
The Third Triangle is formed using the right arm and taking a firm hold of the right wrist of the Companion 
on your left.

[Principals assist]
The Fourth Triangle is formed with your left hand by raising it and taking a firm grip of the left wrist of the 
Companion on your right.

[Principals assist]

Narrator Two:
The Sacred Vault is created symbolically with the right arms flat to represent the floor of the Temple Vault 
and with the left arms raised to represent the ribs of the Temple’s ceiling.
We then apply two of the instructions from our Ritual. Firstly, from the Obligation:

I will not dare to pronounce the Sacred and Mysterious name of the TALGMH, unless in the presence of or 
with the assistance of two or more Royal Arch Companions.’

Narrator One:
The three syllables of the name J…, the Word, is shared three times commenced by the Companion standing 
in the East with each Companion then leading in turn in an anti-clockwise direction.

Narrator Two:
The words are spoken while leaning forwards into the symbolic vault so that by this means the Sacred Name 
is retained symbolically within the sacred space in which it was discovered.

[Their Excellencies share the word]
The second part of the Token is taken from the Sojourner’s story:

‘With the assistance of my Companions I closed the aperture’.

The Token is completed by lowering the left arms on to the right four time; each time slowly and with great 
dignity, befitting the awe felt for the Name of our Creator and as is appropriate for the climax of the entire 
Craft ritual. The first time, with the assistance of our Companions, we symbolically replace the first of the 
removed stones; the second time we replace the second stone; the third time we replace the key stone 
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and, finally, with all arch-stones now in place and only with the assistance of our Companions, we are now 
enabled to close the aperture to the vault.
MEZ will now kindly commence and Their Excellencies will follow…

[Principals demonstrate]
Thank you, your Excellencies.
In conclusion Companions, their Excellencies have been anxious to communicate the discoveries they have 
made and the circumstances that led to the same…
Narrator One:
It is natural for Companions to ask why we place such importance on the Sharing of the Word as the conclusion 
of the four Craft and Royal Arch Ceremonies. In explanation, let us remember that of the world population 
of nearly seven billion, over half the religions, faiths and societies for a full and rounded life, hold fast to two 
great truths. Firstly, the need to love their Creator and, secondly, to love their neighbour as themselves.
Our creative Grand Masters in the 18th century, sought to remind their fellow countrymen of these great 
truths. Thus, the manner of sharing the Sacred Name emphasises the deep respect that is due to our 
Creator through the symbolic re-creation of the sacred vault. Let us remind ourselves of the words of the 
Mystical Lecture.
We must show, ‘a reverence for the incomprehensible TALGMH, the Eternal Ruler of the Universe, the elemental 
life, the primordial source of all its principles, the very spring and fount of all its virtues’.
It is also a reminder that to find our Creator within the vault of our own hearts we cannot reach that goal on 
our own. We need first to be able to work and be in love and harmony with our neighbours, brothers, and 
Companions. Where two or three are gathered together… etc.
These two truths are surely the real secrets of Freemasonry and, for all Brethren, perhaps its greatest gift.
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Recommended use of Presentations
A presentation offers an ideal opportunity to deliver Masonic material in a vibrant, interesting and

entertaining way. The key to delivering an excellent presentation involves:

• The choice of good, relevant and informative material, which is appropriate to the audience, and 
enhanced with good audio-visual aids.

• Prior planning in relation to the venue, timing, staging & delivery. This cannot be done at short notice 
or squeezed in to fill a gap or flesh out an evening.

• Narration in a stimulating style by experienced and practiced presenters, who engage with the audience.

• Possibly supported by members of the host group, Lodge or Chapter, who might perform cameo roles, 
which can be read (albeit with a little practice and rehearsal).

• Allowing time for discussion, following the presentation.

• Advertising and promotion by way of trailers, flyers and announcements in summonses, letters, emails, 
notice-boards, and on social media.

For further presentations and other learning materials visit Solomon at http://solomon.ugle.org.uk
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