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NUGGET

The Grand Originals

Summary: A commemoration of the Grand Originals and the way in which they link the past with the 
present and ‘shape our future’.

Why do we commemorate those Grand Originals and drink a toast seated?

First of all, let’s be clear; it is not a toast! The first toast at any Masonic event is, and must 
be, the Loyal Toast. In many Chapters, following the catechism exchange between the 
Most Excellent Zerubbabel and the Principal Sojourner, we drink to commemorate and 

honour the great men of the traditional story; but we remain seated to show that we are 
simply drinking to their memory.

Remembering the Grand Originals is a recognition of the ongoing and developing nature 
of our work and acknowledges those who went before us. What we do now is equally 

important for the welfare and comfort of those who come after us and we too are but a part 
in a long progression. It is an important lesson for all of us in general, not just in the Royal Arch.

The Royal Arch bases its teaching around the re-building of the Second Temple at Jerusalem, as opposed to 
the Craft, which bases its teaching on the First Temple, built by Solomon. That story, the subject of the Third 
Degree, covers only a short part of a greater story, completed by the Royal Arch.

One of the things you are told about the Royal Arch is that it considers ‘Man’s development in the context 
of eternity’. The Grand Originals catechism recognises how past, present and future are linked together. We 
remember Moses, the ‘Man of God’ who brought the Israelites out of captivity, then Bezaleel, the designer 
of the Tabernacle who is described in the Bible as, filled with the Spirit of God in wisdom and understanding, 
and Aholiab, of the tribe of Dan, who was a skilled worker and teacher.

Then, moving several centuries on, we honour Solomon, the great king and temple builder; Hiram of Tyre, 
who’s city-state was greater and more important than Jerusalem, and Hiram Abiff, the widow’s son, skilled 
in all manner of practical works.

Finally, advancing another five hundred years, we add Zerubbabel, Prince of the People, Haggai the Prophet 
and Joshua the High Priest, the characters associated with the re-building of the Temple; the focus of our 
Royal Arch Ceremony.

By linking them together, and making this connection with ourselves, we recognise and acknowledge an 
ongoing story; as the past contributes to the present, and the present to the future; the stream of human 
progress, ever dependent on what has gone before. It fits perfectly with the spiritual teaching of the Royal Arch.
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Recommended use of Nuggets
Nuggets offer a short, simple and readily absorbed means of progressing Masonic knowledge and an easy 
way to introduce learning to Lodges and Chapters. It is hoped that they will become a regular feature of 
Lodge and Chapter meetings as well as a source for private-study. 

Nuggets can be included as an item in the summons and read at most Lodge/Chapter meetings. They can 
be: 

Read by either a new or an experienced Mason with the minimum of preparation and practice; though 
ideally, they need to be read a few times beforehand.

Themed with the meeting or activity.

Used to initiate a discussion within a Lodge/Chapter, LOI/COI, or group. 

Read at home and shared as a topic for a future discussion. 

Used as a focus for an unplanned, informal discussion. 

*Note: All biblical passages are taken from the Authorized King James version and any reference to ritual 
be from Emulation and Aldersgate unless otherwise specified.

For further papers and other learning materials visit Solomon at solomon.ugle.org.uk

Don’t forget to follow Solomon on Social Media   @SolomonUGLE  @SolomonUGLE
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