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As you all are aware, the last two Masonic seasons have been disrupted and changed beyond recognition due to the 

Covid pandemic, and for that reason the 2021 Annual Convocation for Somerset Provincial Grand Chapter was held on 

22nd October last year instead of its normal spot on the third Thursday in May. 

A decision was taken prior to that date to hold a slightly downbeat and muted Annual Convocation, not only because 

of the pandemic, but also because of course it was only a few months since the untimely death in August of E.Comp. 

Barry Woodside our Most Excellent Grand Superintendent who died in office. The event was restricted to Somerset 

Companions only, and it was hoped that our many dear friends in neighbouring provinces would understand the 

reasons why those decisions were taken and look forward in future to visiting us again under better circumstances. 

Judging by the number of very welcome guests here this afternoon I think those decisions have been well and truly 

vindicated! 

In the seven months since last October, and indeed since August, Somerset Provincial Grand Chapter has been 

admirably led by E.Comp. Clive Lambert who was suddenly designated Deputy Grand Superintendent In Charge, in the 

circumstances a title and responsibility unasked for and unwanted, but which he took in his stride. To the outsider, 

the transition was seamless, and the Chapter continued to promote happy and enjoyable Royal Arch freemasonry. In 

reality it was only the hard work, dedication and sheer effort of E.Comp. Clive that held it all together, ably assisted by 

the Provincial Team and enjoying great support from Somerset Provincial Grand Lodge. 

On behalf of every Somerset Companion, and every Somerset Chapter, I would like to thank E.Comp. Clive Lambert 

Deputy Grand Superintendent In Charge from 6th August 2021 to 18th May 2022 for everything he has done for 

freemasonry in general and Somerset Provincial Grand Chapter in particular. 

It was in February this year we heard the good news from Supreme Grand Chapter that E.Comp. Ray Guthrie was to 

be Most Excellent Grand Superintendent designate for our Province and would be installed on the day of our Annual 

Convocation. I assume that the vast majority of Companions sitting here this afternoon were also present earlier this 

morning when E.Comp. Ray was installed, and I’m sure they join me in congratulating you on your preferment. E.Comp. 

Ray, I can assure you that you take over the reins of this Provincial Grand Chapter whilst it is in very good heart, and 

I’m sure that each and every Companion will strive to support you in your new role. The prosperity of the Province 

and it’s Companions now lie in your hands, and I hope that you will ensure that prosperity continues to flourish. 

Most Excellent Grand Superintendent, this is my last report to the Annual Convocation as my tenure as Provincial 

Scribe E has come to an end. It seems slightly odd to be presenting this report to you having never been ‘your’ official 

Scribe E, but nonetheless to say I have enjoyed my time with the various members of the Provincial Teams and 

different Chapter Scribes over the years is an understatement. I have made many lifelong friends in this and other 

Provinces over this past five years that I would not have made had I not been Provincial Scribe E, and I will continue to 

give thanks for that. I leave you in the capable hands of E.Comp. Charlie Barker whom I have known as a very efficient 

and dedicated Craft Secretary for more years than I care to remember. 

Most Excellent Grand Superintendent, I submit this report for your approval. 

E.Comp. A.J. Beaumont PGStB. 

Provincial Grand Scribe E. 

May 2022. 


