
The Battle of Inkerman 

The Battle of Inkerman was a military encounter between the Franco-British Forces under General 

John L Pennefather, and the Russian Army commanded by Prince Menshikov on 5th November 1854, 

on Mount Inkerman in the Crimea. 

This year is the 167th anniversary of what has become known as “The Soldier’s Battle” and, for those 

present here this evening, who might not know why a Chapter in Somerset would be named after 

such an event. There were two outstanding personalities in masonic circles in Weston-super-Mare, 

during the 1860’s and 70’s, namely Captain Francis George Irwin and General Gore Boland Munbee. 

There has been a belief that these officers were veterans of that campaign but there is no evidence 

to directly confirm this. However, a far more likely explanation is to look to our PGM of the day, 

Brigadier William Adair. He most certainly was a veteran of the campaign as his name appears in 

accounts of the day, also, as a gifted artist, there are drawings that he made whilst there, one of 

which I downloaded from an auctioneer’s website for you all to see at the festive board.  

 

There is also a campaign medal with the Inkerman Clasp for you to view, kindly loaned by 

Companion, Lieutenant Colonel Ralph Howard. I would like to point out at this point that, despite his 

appearance, this was not issued to Ralph.  

Each year, at our November meeting, we remember those who fought and gave the ultimate 

sacrifice in this battle where Allied casualties numbered 2,573 British, of whom 635 were killed and 

1,800 French, of whom 175 killed. Russia lost 3,286 killed within a total, including men taken 

prisoner, of 11,959 casualties. 

On a previous occasion, I read an account from a newspaper of the day, to describe the battle and 

mentioned some specific freemasons involved in those events. As you would expect, those who 

made an entry into the national press in 1854 were usually personalities of note i.e., the Officers. 

This year, I thought I would try and research someone not so publicly applauded. 

In November 1843, a 22-year-old Compositor in a printing business, working in London but originally 

from Bath, Richard Hall Williams, attested into the 17th Lancers, otherwise known as “The Death or 

Glory Boys” and most famous for their actions in the Charge of the Light Brigade. In June 1848 he 

was promoted to Corporal and then Sergeant in September 1851. He rode in the charge at Balaclava, 

fought at Alma and at Inkerman as well as being involved in the operations leading up to the Battle 

of Sebastopol. He survived the Crimean War and returned home but only until October 1857 when 

he embarked, with his Regiment, to India aboard SS Great Britain but now as Troop Sergeant Major. 

On his way he learned to speak Hindustani from books he had purchased and, on arrival, was 

appointed Quartermaster as a result. 

 



Whilst there he saw action, once again, during the Indian Mutiny. Richard loved India so much that 

he applied to be allowed to be discharged in India so that he could settle there after his service. His 

application was denied and so he was discharged, in November 1867, in Brighton instead. His 

Commanding Officer, the Duke of Cambridge, recommended him to the Earl of Ellesmere, to serve 

with the Duke of Lancaster’s Yeomanry, which he did until 1877. He spent the rest of his life in 

Worsley, West Lancashire. He was the recipient of the Meritorious Service Medal, a Sword of 

Honour as well as the Crimean campaign medal with a full collection of clasps. 

Brother Richard Hall Williams was initiated into an unknown Military Lodge in Kent but, on settling in 

Worsley, became one of the founding members of Worsley Lodge No.1848 and was followed into 

the lodge by both his sons. 

On his discharge from regular military service, he was presented with a silver goblet inscribed with 

details of his military career which his sons later had inscribed with his masonic achievements too. At 

84 years of age, Richard was still a highly active mason, he initiated his youngest sons, George, in 

December 1903, conducted his ceremony of Passing in January 1904 and then Raised him the 

following month. 

Worshipful Brother, Sergeant Major, Richard Hall Williams passed to the Grand Lodge above on 7th 

July 1910, aged 91 years, he left a widow and five children. 

In 1967, his sone, Clement, presented his father’s silver goblet to the Worsley Lodge where it was 

used by the Worshipful Master at each festive board up to their amalgamation with Bridgewater 

Lodge No.1213 and Egerton Lodge No.2216 just 8 years ago. 


