Provincial Grand Scribe E Report 2020/2021.
My report this year about all things concerning Somerset Provincial
Royal Arch Chapter will necessarily be fairly short.
Our last proper Annual Convocation took place in May 2019, and you
might remember that Covid first reared its ugly head around Christmas time that
year, but it was not until March 2020 that lockdown began. By that time, all the
invitations for the Annual Convocation due in May 2020 had already been sent
out, so it was that more notices were sent out postponing the Convocation until
October. Who would have thought at the time that the situation by then would
hardly have improved to the extent that we could only hold it with a maximum
of 6 participants? Had we not been obliged by the Book of Constitutions to meet
I doubt we would have done so, as by definition that small number does not
generate much atmosphere, and it proved to be a rather dull affair.
However, the best part was the installation of E.Comp. Geoff Lester as
3rd. Provincial Grand Principal, so congratulations to him as he continues to
serve the Province in that role, and the essentials such as adopting the yearly
finances were quickly done.
A decision was taken soon afterwards to ask the active Provincial
officers who had been appointed in May 2020 if they wanted to carry on in their
roles for a further year, given that they had been unable to do anything
Provincially in the meantime.
With one or two exceptions they agreed, so probably for the first time
ever in the history of our Province the majority of the active officers serve for
two consecutive years. Let’s hope that the pandemic situation will improve to
enable them to fulfil some duties between now and the next scheduled Annual
Convocation in May 2022.
Chapters, together with all other masonic orders, quickly adapted to
online video conferencing, which although it meant contact could still be
maintained to some extent, is not the same in terms of meeting and talking
physically.
So, the Province and its officers carried on as best they could, but we
were all struck by a devastating blow on 6th August.
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E.Comp. Barry Woodside had been unwell for some time, but it was
thought that he was gradually improving having been discharged from hospital
to be lovingly looked after by his wife Peggy at home.
He suffered from a relapse that morning, and was taken by ambulance
to Musgrove Hospital, where to everyone’s shock he passed away in the early
afternoon.
Our thoughts and prayers were with Peggy and the rest of his family,
and as I type this his funeral is to be in Truro at the church where he was
baptised and married. In his own words, he wanted to go home. A memorial
service is also being planned at St. Mary Magdalene Church in Taunton on 13th
October.
To say that everyone was devastated is an understatement, and all were
struggling to come to terms with his passing. It was agreed that at this
Convocation, postponed yet again from May to this October, it would not be
appropriate to hold a large joyous celebration complete with visitors from other
Provinces as it usually is, but rather to restrict it to Somerset Companions only,
a decision taken with heavy heart, but which I believe to be the correct one.
As I type this it is still not 100% certain that the Annual Convocation
can or will take place, but I can only hope and assume that it will and prepare
accordingly.
E.Comp. Clive Lambert, Deputy Grand Superintendent In Charge, you
have stepped up to the plate ever since that awful day in August, as have every
single one of the Companions of Somerset Provincial Grand Chapter, and I
hope and pray that you will continue to lead us in your own inimitable manner
until a successor is appointed and installed in place of E.Comp. Barry Woodside
as Most Excellent Grand Superintendent of Somerset Provincial Grand Chapter.
I submit this my report for your approval.

E.Comp. A. J. Beaumont PGStdB.
Provincial Grand Scribe Ezra.
September 2021.
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