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        12th July 2020    

Dear Comp Scribe Ezra and Companions all, 
 

Further to the recent correspondence you will have received from the Provincial Grand Scribe Ezra, 

you will also by now have received and I trust been able to digest the content of the Provincial 

Grand Master’s letter dated 10th July 2020, (copy attached) in relation to the resumption of Masonic 

activities from the 18th July. 

 

The contents are self-explanatory and address the very sensitive and difficult circumstances that we 

are all currently faced with; to that end I can confirm that I am in full agreement with Right 

Worshipful Brother David Medlock’s assessment and I would therefore respectfully request that 

you all accede to his recommendations and continue to do so until further notice. 

 

Chapter Scribe E’s are reminded that all matters relating to administration under the Book of 

Constitutions including the short-term changes to ceremonial matters, are to be directed to the 

Provincial Grand Scribe Ezra, E Comp Tony Beaumont for assistance and or clarification. 

Additional advice/assistance on ceremonial matters can be obtained from the Provincial Grand 

Director of Ceremonies, E Comp Chris Moore. 

 

Companions, believe you me this action has not been taken lightly, or to frustrate any of those who 

might be anxious to resume their regular Masonic activities, it has been taken with your best 

interests at heart and to protect your safety, health and welfare as well as those nearest and dearest 

to you. Similarly, all Provincial visitations; official or otherwise will remain suspended until further 

notice.  

 

In the meantime, and until we meet again please continue to stay heathy, look after yourselves and 

above all keep SAFE. 

 

With very best wishes to you all, 

  

Yours sincerely and fraternally         

Barry 

Barry K Woodside  

Grand Superintendent in and over the Province of Somerset. 

 

 

 

 

Provincial Grand 

Chapter of Somerset 
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Provincial Grand Lodge of Somerset 

 
                                                                                                          Friday 10th July 2020 

 

To all Lodge Secretaries of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Somerset 
 

Good afternoon Brother Secretary, 
 

You have all received the information from UGLE that Masonry may proceed as from 18th  July. 
 

As your PGM I must advise you that safety must be the priority. 

 

The safety of the Masonic Halls is the responsibility of the Trustees/Directors, and they are legally 

liable if they do not follow strict procedures. I will be very disappointed if any Brother puts undue 

pressure on Trustees to open before they are comfortable taking on that responsibility. 

 

The activity when a group meets is also the legal responsibility of the organisers, and careful 

attention to personal distancing, the wearing of PPE, and handling of items is their responsibility 

even to the extent of use of the toilets. 

 

Together with the lack of a Festive Board, I cannot understand any Brother wanting to Initiate or 

Install a new Master under these circumstances. What should be a memorable event which stays in 

the memory for a lifetime runs the risk of becoming a farce. Sunglasses!! 

 

I have no plans to ask anyone to represent myself, or the Province until the end of 2020. I hope that 

any Lodge, or Provincial business meetings, which are unavoidable in the near future, will be 

carried out with a strict observance of the rules, and the minimum of attendance. 

 

Brethren, you may be comfortable with putting yourself at risk, but I have no doubt each, and every 

one of you will be devastated if others become infected because of your behaviour, no matter how 

well intentioned that might be. 
 

You will no doubt have a wide range of questions resulting from the possibility of resumption of 

Masonic activity. The Province will endeavour to provide advice, and guidance in the following 

ways. Enquiries in relation to our Masonic meeting places should be directed to our Superintendent 

of Works - W.Bro Chris Cluff.  Those relating to administration under the Book of Constitutions to 

our Provincial Grand Secretary W.Bro Roger Allen, and those regarding Province, to include 

ceremonial matters to VW.Bro Ben Batley, DPGM. 

 

I am personally looking forward to Christmas when I trust, and hope there will be light in the 

darkness. 
 

Yours sincerely, and fraternally 

David  

 
From the Provincial Grand Master, RW Bro David J Medlock  DL 

Chatleigh Farm, 7 Old Track, Limpley Stoke, Bath, BA2 7GY     

Telephone: 01225 946226 Email: david.medlock@chatleigh.com     
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