
MEGS Speech at May 2018 Provincial Convocation 
Companions. 
 
I have already earlier this afternoon had the great pleasure of welcoming our distinguished guests and 
visitors, so many good friends and I again thank them all for their continued support and companionship. It 
now gives me the greatest pleasure to extend that welcome you all here this afternoon; I hope that you 
have enjoyed your time here so far and that this enjoyment will continue later on, both in the Bar and at 
the Dinner Table. 
 
I congratulate all those Provincial Officers that I have had the great pleasure investing here this afternoon, 
and not only thank them for what they have done for the Holy Royal Arch in the past but I would remind 
them all that by accepting the appointment they are obligated to continue with that support and to 
encourage all brethren to take this final step and complete their journey in Pure Antient Masonry. I would 
particularly like to congratulate the 2nd & 3rd Provincial Grand Principals, we are moving to the future with 
these two appointments and onto a new younger generation of Companions and in the future it will be up 
to them to move the Royal Arch forward within Somerset. 
 
I, as well as Members of my Executive, have enjoyed during the last year visits to the Annual Convocations 
of our neighbouring Provinces. We always enjoy these visits and we thank them all for their hospitality and 
are delighted that so many of them are represented here this afternoon. We all know that we have 
something special in the Royal Arch and long may it continue. 
 
In April at Supreme Grand Chapter the 1st Pro First Grand Principal invested Excellent Companions Tel 
Hayes, my indomitable Provincial Grand Treasurer, as Past Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies and I 
congratulate him and thank him for his support. E Comp Alan Holton, my Deputy Grand Superintendent, 
was promoted to Past Grand Sword Bearer. E Comp Alan is without any doubt my right hand and I do 
congratulate him on his preferment.  
There are several other Companions from other Provinces here this afternoon who also received 
Appointments or Promotions and I sincerely congratulate them all. I would also like to congratulate all 
those Brethren who were invested the previous day with Grand Craft Rank. 
 
The initiatives that we have put in place recently are all proving to be very useful and productive. The 
Talking Heads presentations continue to create interest in our Craft Lodges and ‘The Royal Arch in Camera’ 
has followed and certainly supplemented the Talking Heads in Royal Arch Chapters. If your Chapter has not 
yet received a presentation please contact E Comp Ray Beckingham who will only be too pleased to 
organise this for you.  
 
These playlets were originally started by Metropolitan Grand Chapter and I particularly welcome 
representatives from London here today and thank them for their support of these initiatives. 
 
Two initiatives that were implemented during the last year are both also working extremely well. The first 
of these is that we asked Chapters to refrain from presenting either the Historical or Symbolical Lectures 
following Exaltation. A Candidate has quite sufficient to take in during his Exaltation and is probably a little 
brain dead without having listen to any further Lectures. These lectures in many Chapters are being 
presented when Chapters do not have an Exaltee. 
 
Secondly at Installation Convocations the visiting Principal presents the Address to the Principal but at 
Exaltations the Visiting Principal used to perform no ritual. Since last September the visiting Principal has 
presented the Congratulatory Address and this again has proved a great success.  
 
 
 



During the last year I have also introduced what is known as the Grand Superintendent’s Award and 
several Candidates have been honoured with presentation of these. E Comp Ray Guthrie and Alex Carter of 
Dungarvan Chapter, E Comp David Veale of Exmoor Chapter, E Comp Charles Grisdale of Avalon Chapter 
and E Comp John Smith of Royal Cyrus Chapter, all are now entitled to have the initials GSA after their 
names on all Royal Arch communications and of course to wear their Collarette. I congratulate them all and 
thank them publicly for all that they have done for the Royal Arch. Nominations for this award come from 
Companions and Chapters so please do not be afraid to make nomination to either myself or Alan Holton.  
 
Our Charity Steward, E Comp Andy Clapp has set up a stall today and please do find time to visit him. He is 
selling Ties, Cuff Links Lapel Pins etc. and he has also on sale our new Provincial Napkins, which will no 
doubt be used at the Dinner following this Convocation. All these items contribute a great deal to our 
Charites. 
 
Companions we always have busy years but this year has been particularly busy with two Bi-Centenary 
Anniversaries, Royal Sussex Chapter No 53 at Bath and Chapter of Sincerity No 261 at Taunton and added 
to this the Province of Somerset hosted the Quadripartite Convocation at Wrington Vale Chapter at Yatton 
in February 2018 and we also had our usual three Team Visits to Chapters and performing the Exaltation 
Ceremony. We also presented the Lecture on the Tracing Board at Somersetshire Chapter in London in 
November 2017. We have dedicated two Banners, one for Somerset 1st Principals Chapter and then a 
second Banner for Calderley Chapter and just to finish this season we also dedicated new Sceptres for 
Royal Cumberland Chapter and only on Tuesday of this week, 48 hours ago, a New Honours Board for 
Avalon.  
 
 
 
I would like to thank my Deputy, Alan Holton, my 2nd & 3rd Principals, Clive Lambert & David Parslow, who 
have given me such unstinting support and of course, the whole of the 2017/2018 Provincial Team, who 
have all been absolutely brilliant for the time that they have given to Provincial Grand Chapter of Somerset 
this year. I would like to particularly mention the Directors of Ceremonies this year who have really stood 
out and carried out their duties to an extremely high standard 
 
I am particularly grateful to my Provincial Grand Registrar, Roger Reina, who has done so much work 
during his first year in that office. We are aware that many Chapters still have difficulty attracting new 
Exaltees, we are also aware that over perhaps the last 15 to 20 years many Companions have joined the 
Royal Arch and during the time since then have resigned their membership for several reasons. Perhaps 
these Companions were talked into joining too early, perhaps the work of going through the Craft Chair 
provided too much pressure or perhaps it was just family pressure. Whatever the reason a few years later 
things might well be different and perhaps many of these Companions just need a gentle push to re-join. 
With this in mind E Comp Roger is trying to identify these Companions and he will then communicate this 
information to the Chapters. However we need your assistance for this to work because the Scribe Ezra’s 
of these Chapters are probably aware of some of these Companions so please look into your Chapter 
records and see if you can identify some. To help you further I am suggesting that we put together a letter 
from myself inviting these Companions to consider re-joining and as a little sweetener we are suggesting 
that for a rejoinder of your Chapter you do not charge them a re-joining fee, which I hope may just help 
them to make the right decision. This idea is very much in its infancy and is certainly in the planning stage 
but I would ask all Chapters to seriously consider this initiative. 
 
I feel that I must mention the publication that we are publishing ‘Royal Arch Masonry in the Province of 
Somerset from 1765’ This has taken longer to come to fruition than I first thought and is mainly due to the 
fact that we decided to have it professionally edited. I am now in possession of a printed copy of the book 
and this is the last proof, so we are nearly there and it will be with those Companions who have ordered a 
copy very shortly. Please remember Companions that this book will appear in the lists of Waterstone’s, 



Amazon and W H Smiths at a price of £35.00, but you can still secure yourself a copy at the discounted 
price of £25.00 and my 2nd Provincial Grand Principal, Clive Lambert, will be very happy to add your name 
to his list or you can leave your name with the Charity Steward Andy Clapp. 
 
I am delighted to welcome here today representatives of our Founding Chapters together with their 
Founders Banners, we are trying very hard to promote the position that they hold within our Province, 
these 8 Chapters plus Royal York Chapter were responsible for the foundation of the Provincial Grand 
Chapter of Somerset in 1880 and we all have a great deal to thank them for, in recent years these older 
Chapter have perhaps lost their identity and have not been awarded the status that they deserve but we 
will continue to promote the position that they hold within our Province as the Premier Chapters. For 
those of you who are not sure of the Chapters they are Royal Cumberland & Royal Sussex from Bath, 
Sincerity at Taunton, Brotherly Love at Yeovil, Inkerman at Weston-super-Mare, Royal Cyrus at Bruton, 
Avalon at Wedmore and Vale of Jehoshaphat at Burnham-on-Sea. We are delighted to see all of these 
Chapters represented here today and hope that they are satisfied with what they achieved in 1880 
 
Many of the Companions here today were present here in 2008 when I was installed as Grand 
Superintendent. I am not retiring today but due to circumstances I am continuing in Office until 17th 
October. So I want today to be a celebration of the 10th Anniversary of my Installation.  
 
When I was installed the team from Supreme Grand Chapter of England consisted of E Comp George 
Francis, who was 2nd Grand Principal and he was assisted by E Comp Nick Barrington Grand Superintendent 
of Cornwall who acted as 2nd Grand Principal and E Comp Ian Jacobs Grand Superintendent of Wiltshire 
who acted as 3rd Grand Principal. Unfortunately E Comp Nick Barrington has died but I am delighted to 
welcome E Comp George Francis and E Comp Ian Jacobs here this afternoon.  Thank you both for you 
attendance here today and for your assistance 10 years ago. 
 
Companions, I just want to take you back a few years when I was Provincial Grand Scribe Ezra and to the 
first time that I attended a business meeting at Freemason’s Hall for Provincial Secretaries and Provincial 
Grand Scribes Ezra. One of the first things that crossed my mind was, ‘Why was I there’. No one mentioned 
the Royal Arch and everyone appeared frightened to talk about it.  
 
If you then jump forward to 2005 someone at Freemason’s Hall had a brilliant idea, that idea was to 
appoint E Comp George Francis as 2nd Grand Principal and from this point things began to change, so much 
so that today Grand Superintendents have equal standing with Provincial Grand Masters and at the last Pro 
Master’s Meeting held about two weeks ago the Royal Arch was actually an item on the agenda and that 
meeting was addressed by both E Comp Russell Race, the 2nd Grand Principal and E Comp Gareth Jones, 
the 3rd Grand Principal.  
 
In 2018 the Holy Royal Arch is truly an equal part of Pure Antient Masonry and Companions I make no 
apology for stating that this is due entirely to the efforts made by E Comp George Francis, even small 
items, The Royal Arch Tie were put in place by him.  
We truly do have a great deal to thank E Comp George for and I am delighted to be able to publicly thank 
him for all that he has done for the Royal Arch and Companions that progress still continues today under 
the direction of E Comp Russell Race and Gareth Jones. E Comp George you have visited our Province on 
two occasions since you installed me as Grand Superintendent, once to our Annual Convocation and once 
to our 250th Anniversary Celebrations at Bath in 2015. On behalf of the Province of Somerset I thank you 
for the wonderful support that you have given to us. 
 
Personally I want to also thank you, firstly for installing me in 2008 and for your inspiration, 
encouragement and support and for being with us here today. You have been and continue to be a 
wonderful ambassador for the Royal Arch and it is wonderful for me to have you present here today and to 
be part of my 10th Anniversary Convocation.  



 
Companions this is the last occasion that I will address this Annual Convocation as your Grand 
Superintendent. I have enjoyed my time in office and I hope that I have made a difference to your Royal 
Arch experience. The Royal Arch has been good to me, it has taken me too many places that otherwise I 
would never have visited and it has introduced me to many people that I would never have met.  
 
I have met so many Companions who I now consider to be very good friends and I am sure that these 
friendships will continue into the future. I have been blessed with some wonderful Provincial Officers and 
all of you have carried out your respective Office without any hesitation and to a very high level. I am very 
grateful to you all and I thank you from the bottom of my heart for your support.  
 
My successor has not yet been announced and we still have a great deal to do before the 18th October 
2018 when he will be installed. We are all looking forward to celebrating the Centenary of Perpetual 
Friendship Chapter No 135 at Bridgwater in early October.   
 
Companions, today’s Annual Convocation would not have taken place without a great deal of hard work by 
relatively few Companions. I thank our Provincial Grand Janitor, E Comp John Griffin, and his team who 
have transported the equipment from Bridgwater Masonic Hall to The Webbington Hotel and will be 
returning it afterwards.  
 
I thank the Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies E Comp Chris Moore, and his team, which includes the 
Provincial Stewards and to the Provincial Grand Treasurer, E Comp Tel Hayes, who hopefully will be paying 
the account today.  
 
Most of the work load as usual has fallen on our Provincial Grand Scribe Ezra, Tony Beaumont, ably 
assisted by E Comp Jim Nicol. I would also like to thank the Provincial Grand Organist, Comp Barry Renwick, 
for the wonderful music that he produces on all occasions and for the great help extended to him by E 
Comp Toby Hammond, who is responsible for all the sound system here this afternoon. 
 
I thank each and every one of them for what they have done to make today such a success. I would extend 
thanks all to all of the Staff here at The Webbington Hotel & Spa for the wonderful support that they 
provide to Provincial Grand Chapter of Somerset, not only today, but on several other occasions during the 
year. 
 
Companions I thank you for your company here this afternoon, I thank you all again for your 
companionship over the last 10 years and I look forward to your company at Dinner later on. I trust that 
you have enjoyed your day here in Somerset and I wish you a safe journey home after Dinner.  
 
Companions let us all thank the True and Living God Most High for his many blessing and may he be with 
us all in the future. 
 

E Comp D John Bennett 
 
Most Excellent Grand Superintendent in and over the Province of Somerset 


