
I have already earlier this afternoon had the great pleasure of welcoming our 
distinguished guests and visitors, so many good friends and I again thank them 
all for their continued support and companionship. It now gives me the greatest 
pleasure to extend that welcome to you all here this afternoon; I hope that you 
have enjoyed your time here already today so far and that this enjoyment will 
continue later on in the Bar and at the Dinner Table. 
 
I congratulate all those Provincial Officers that I have invested here this 
afternoon, and not only thank them for what they have done for the Holy Royal 
Arch in the past but I would remind them all that by accepting the appointment 
they are obligated to continue with that support and to encourage all brethren 
to take this final step in Pure Antient Masonry. I would also like to make 
mention of E Comp Tony Beaumont who at very short notice took on the role of 
Provincial Grand Scribe Ezra and found out very quickly that he was being 
thrown in at the deep end. He has taken to the post like a duck to water and I 
do thank him for all that he has done during the last few months. 
 
I, as well as Members of my Executive, have enjoyed during the year visits to the 
Annual Convocations of our neighbouring Provinces. We always enjoy these 
visits and we thank them all for their hospitality and are delighted that so many 
of them are represented here this afternoon. We all know that we have 
something special and long may it continue. 
 
In April at Supreme Grand Chapter the 1st Pro Grand Principal invested Excellent 
Companions Maldwyn Davies and Chris Moore with their Grand Collars and also 
promoted E Comp Barry Woodside and E Comp Richard Ellis and we 
congratulate them on their preferment. There are several other Companions 
from other Provinces here this afternoon who also received appointments or 
Promotions and I sincerely congratulate them all. I would also like to 
congratulate all those Brethren who were invested the previous day with Grand 
Craft Rank. 
 
My Deputy Grand Superintendent, E Comp Barry Woodside has retired today 
and I do thank him for all that he has done for both myself and this Royal Arch 
Province. Barry was my first 3rd Principal in 2008 and was subsequently 
promoted to 2nd Provincial Grand Principal and then to Deputy Grand 
Superintendent and his contribution was acknowledged by Supreme Grand 
Chapter with his promotion to Past Grand Sword Bearer in April. 
 



I am delighted to see so many Calderley Liaison Officers here today and each 
wearing the Calderley Collarette and I thank them for the very important duties 
that they are carrying out under the direction of the Provincial Liaison Officer E 
Comp Adrian Halliwell. 
 
I am very grateful for all of the work that has been put into the new website by 
my Past Deputy E Comp Bob Moore, The Provincial Webmaster. We held several 
workshops here at The Webbington last summer and intend to hold some more 
during the coming summer. I recommend these to all Calderley Liaison Officers 
and we look forward to your attendance. 
 
We have put several initiatives in place recently and these are all proving to be 
very useful and productive. ‘The Talking Heads’ presentations continue to create 
interest in our Craft Lodges and later on this year at Somerset 1st Principals’ 
Chapter we shall be receiving a presentation of ‘The Royal Arch in Camera’. It is, 
as far as I am aware, the first time that we have had at Provincial Grand Chapter 
any official representation from Metropolitan Grand Chapter and I welcome 
them all here today and thank them for their support of these initiatives and for 
travelling to Somerset for these presentations. ‘The Royal Arch in Camera’ will 
later on this year be available for presentation in our Chapters and any Chapter 
that wishes to receive a presentation should contact E Comp Ray Beckingham. 
 
The ‘Who are you’ presentation has also proved successful and I recommend 
this to any Chapter who has not had the opportunity to present this. 
 
Since September last year I have presented Royal Arch Tracing Boards and I am 
delighted to say that most Chapters do now have access to a Royal Arch Tracing 
Board, although I still have three to present. The presentation that accompanies 
the Tracing Board, and that involves something like 18 Companions to present, 
has proved a great success and the script for this presentation will be 
distributed to all Chapters shortly, the Province will however be delighted to 
send a Principal to act as Narrator on these occasions. 
 
The Jewels that can be worn in Chapter are clearly defined in the Royal Arch 
Regulations and we all have to abide by these rules. Last year at our Annual 
Convocation I announced that the Royal Arch Province of Somerset would 
permit the wearing of the 2020 Craft Festival Jewel in Chapters from that date 
and up until that Festival is finished in 2020.  



We were informed recently that the Craft Tercentenary Jewel was not to be 
worn in Royal Arch Chapters but recently Supreme Grand Chapter has altered 
this recommendation although it has stated that it is still not permissible to 
wear this Jewel in Supreme Grand Chapter. Companions I can inform you today 
that the Tercentenary Jewel is NOT a jewel that is permitted to be worn within 
either Provincial Grand Chapter of Somerset or within any of the Chapters in 
Somerset and I request all Directors of Ceremonies to police this rule within 
Somerset. 
 
Two further initiatives have been agreed lately and the first of these is that we 
would ask Chapters to refrain from presenting either the Historical or 
Symbolical Lectures following Exaltation. A Candidate has quite sufficient to 
take in during his Exaltation and is probably a little brain dead without having to 
listen to any further Lectures. Please save the Historical and Symbolical Lecture 
for Convocations when Chapters do not have an Exaltee. 
 
Secondly at Installation Convocations the visiting Principal presents the Address 
to the Principal but at Exaltations the Visiting Principal performs no ritual. In 
future a visiting Principal will present the Congratulatory Address and I trust 
that by this being presented by a Principal it will make a deeper impression on 
the Exaltee.  
 
It is also my intention in the future to present an award to those Companions 
who have gone above and beyond in supporting the Province and their own 
Chapters. This will be known as The Grand Superintendent’s Award and I am 
looking for nominations.  
 
Due to his promotion within The Provincial Grand Lodge of Somerset, on which 
we sincerely congratulate him, E Comp Martin Slocombe is standing down today 
as Provincial Grand Charity Steward and I thank him for the wonderful job that 
he has done since taking on this office. His successor, E Comp Andy Clapp, will 
continue this good work and will also be responsible for the sales of Ties, Cuff 
Links, Lapel Pins etc. Our supplies of Lapel Pins etc. are dwindling and so we 
have commissioned some more. These are to the design of the Provincial Logo 
but I do not wish these to be seen as a replacement design, they are an 
alternative design and there will be no pressure to have the new design as many 
Companions will prefer the current one, however I do not wish to see any 
Companion wearing two lapel Pins at the same time. 
  



Companions we have a very busy year ahead of us with two Bi-Centenary 
Anniversaries, Royal Sussex Chapter No 53 at Bath and Chapter of Sincerity No 
261 at Taunton, added to this the Province of Somerset will be hosting the 
Quadripartite Convocation at Wrington Vale Chapter at Yatton in February 2018 
and we will also be having our usual three Team Visits to Chapters and 
performing the Exaltation Ceremony. Although Somersetshire Chapter No 2925, 
who meet in London, do not have a Somerset Tracing Board, I and the Team will 
be presenting the Tracing Board Lecture at their Convocation on the 8th 
November 2017. We also have two Banner Dedications, one for Somerset 1st 
Principals on the 22nd June at Taunton when we shall also be dedicating New 
Ensigns for that Chapter and then a second Banner Dedication at Calderley 
Chapter in September 
 
Companions, today’s Annual Convocation would not have taken place without a 
great deal of hard work by relatively few Companions. I thank our Provincial 
Grand Janitor, E Comp John Griffin, and his team who have transported the 
equipment from Bridgwater Masonic Hall to The Webbington Hotel and will be 
returning it afterwards. I thank the Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies E 
Comp Chris Moore and his team, which includes the Provincial Stewards and to 
the Provincial Grand Treasurer, E Comp Tel Hayes.  
 
Most of the work load as usual has fallen on our Provincial Grand Scribe E, Tony 
Beaumont, ably assisted by E Comp Alan Holton. I would also like to thank the 
Provincial Grand Organist, Comp Barry Renwick, for the wonderful music that he 
produces on all occasions and for the great help extended to him by E Comp 
Toby Hammond, who is responsible for all the sound system here this 
afternoon. 
 
I thank each and every one of them for what they have done to make today 
such a success. I would extend thanks also to all of the Staff here at The 
Webbington Hotel & Spa for the wonderful support that they provide to 
Provincial Grand Chapter of Somerset, not only today, but on several other 
occasions during the year. 
 
Companions I thank you for your company here this afternoon and I look 
forward to your company at Dinner later on. I trust that you have enjoyed your 
day here in Somerset and I wish you a safe journey home after Dinner.  
 
May the True and Living God Most High be with us all. 


